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TRANSPORTATION

ROAD

HIGHWAYS
As the only city in the GTA serviced by seven major highways, Mississauga offers fast and convenient access to major
destinations in Canada and the U.S.A.

Highway 401 is a limited access multiple lane freeway running from Windsor on the west to the Quebec border on the
east.  Often called "Ontario's Main Street", it is by far the busiest highway in Canada and North America.  Its width varies
and through the Greater Toronto corridor it is a complex system of express lanes, collector lanes and ramps.  Highway
401 passes through Mississauga with six interchanges within the City. 

The Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW), Canada's first freeway, connects the Greater Toronto Area with the international
border at Niagara.  The QEW provides entry to the U.S.A. at Lewiston, Niagara Falls and Buffalo and passes through
Mississauga en route to downtown Toronto.

Highway 403 is a multiple lane freeway which connects the QEW with Highway 401 and provides an east/west freeway
link through the centre of Mississauga.  There is a convenient interchange at Hurontario St. (Highway 10) with access
to City Centre, the major office and retail complex and Mississauga Civic Centre, a major tourist attraction.

Highway 409 provides a direct link from Highways 401 and 427 to Lester B. Pearson International Airport.

Highway 410 provides a link northwards from Highways 403 and 401 through Mississauga to the City of Brampton.  It
services a major portion of Mississauga's industrial area west of Pearson International Airport.

Highway 427 is a north/south freeway system linking Metropolitan Toronto with Mississauga and areas to the north.  For
further information, contact:

Ministry of Transportation
(416) 235-4686

www.mto.gov.on.ca

Highway 407 ETR (Express Toll Route) is the world’s first all-electronic toll road; an east-west highway which travels
across the northern and western boundaries of Mississauga.  This new multi-lane highway spans the northern section
of the Greater Toronto Area from Highway 403 in Oakville to Highway 48 in Markham.   For further information about the
407 ETR, contact:

407 ETR (Express Toll Route) 
1-888-407-0407

Fax: (905) 265-4071
www.407etr.com
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TRANSPORTATION LOGISTICS
Because of Mississauga's favoured location relative to Ontario's major highways, many companies have established
trucking facilities here.  In fact, Mississauga has everything from local delivery and courier companies to long distance
freight lines with many truck terminals where large cargos are broken down and transferred to smaller vehicles for local
delivery.  There are 215 Mississauga companies in the truck transportation business.

Mississauga companies enjoy excellent access to North American markets.  Within one day's drive are cities that include
Chicago, New York, Boston, Washington, D.C. and Quebec City.  Within two day’s drive lie Minneapolis, St. Louis,
Nashville and Atlanta.  One hundred and twenty-five million people live within one day’s drive of Mississauga.

AIR

LESTER B. PEARSON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (LBPIA)
Canada's largest and busiest airport, accounting for one-third of all air traffic in Canada, is located in Mississauga.  Lester
B. Pearson International Airport serves a wide area surrounding the Greater Toronto Area.  Its location is especially
convenient for those in Mississauga who travel frequently or who use air cargo shipments.

As the fourth largest gateway to North America, LBPIA figures among the top 25 airports in the world in terms of the
number of passengers processed.  In 1999, more than 27 million passengers passed through the airport; by 2005, 33.2
million are expected to travel through LBPIA.

In terms of aircraft movements, LBPIA ranks 28th in the world with 427,315 aircraft take-offs and landings recorded in
1999.

Sixty airlines provide non-stop service to 114 destinations in 44 countries from LBPIA.  The airport handles an estimated
360,000 tonnes of cargo and mail annually.

Lester B. Pearson International Airport also services charter, private and corporate aircraft with several companies
operating aircraft sales, maintenance, refuelling and hangar facilities.  The airport has three major passenger terminals
and four runways with two additional east-west runways  planned.

To meet the needs of a very rapidly growing air transport market, the Greater Toronto Airport Authority has developed
a strategic plan for the improvement of the airport infrastructure.  This ten-year plan was initiated in 1998 and includes
the development and expansion of passenger and cargo terminal facilities, runway and taxiway expansion, and improved
airport ground access facilities.  The cost of these development projects is estimated at approximately $4.4 billion.

Airport development at LBPIA consists of three principal projects: terminal development; airside development; and infield
cargo development.  These combined projects will allow the airport to handle up to 50 million passengers per year.
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For further information, contact:

Greater Toronto Airports Authority
(905) 676-3580

Fax:(905) 676-7593
www.gtaa.com

TRAVEL TIMES FROM MISSISSAUGA 
TO MAJOR DESTINATIONS

The Americas Asia and Pacific

Montreal
Vancouver
Winnipeg
Atlanta
Boston
Chicago
Dallas
Los Angeles
Miami
New York
San Francisco
Mexico City
Havana
Buenos Aires
Rio de Janeiro

1 hr. 05 min.
4 hr. 50 min.
2 hr. 25 min.
2 hr. 10 min.
1 hr. 30 min.
1 hr. 35 min.
3 hr. 15 min.
5 hr. 
3 hr.
1 hr. 20 min.
5 hr. 20 min.
4 hr. 50 min.
3 hr. 20 min.
13 hr. 40 min.
13 hr. 15 min.

Beijing
Bombay
Hong Kong
Honolulu
Sydney
Tokyo

Europe
Amsterdam
Lisbon
London
Paris
Rome

17 hr. 10 min.
20 hr. 10 min.
18 hr. 45 min.
9 hr. 50 min.
21 hr. 30 min.
12 hr. 55 min.

7 hr. 05 min.
6 hr. 30 min.
6 hr. 45 min.
7 hr. 10 min.
8 hr. 15 min.

RAIL
Canada's two principal railways, Canadian National (CN) and Canadian Pacific (CP) have main lines traversing
Mississauga.  This provides substantial spur line/freight potential as well as offering comfortable and convenient commuter
and regular passenger rail service.

INTERMODAL
With the growth of containerization, CN and CP Rail provide intermodal services from terminals in Brampton, just north
of Mississauga, (CN); Etobicoke, just east of Mississauga, (CP); and Vaughan, northeast of Mississauga, (CP).  

Clients may deal directly with the rail companies to pick up a container or a conventional truck load for shipment by rail
and delivery by local delivery truck or transport at the receiving end.  Because of the flexibility, intermodal is rapidly
growing as a regular rail service in direct competition to highway trucking.
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For further information, contact:
Intermodal Services

CN Rail: 1-800-236-0826
CP Rail: 1-800-263-0804

www.cpr.ca
www.cn.ca

In Milton, our neighbours to the north-west, CPR Expressway puts truck trailers on specially designed Platform Railcars.
These unique railcars and the Expressway business systems were designed in conjunction with the trucking industry and
private fleet owners.  Truckers concentrate on pick-ups and deliveries while CPR provides the “over-the-road” portion of
the service. 

For further information, contact:
Canadian Pacific Railway 

Expressway Terminal 
7251 Trafalgar Rd
Milton ON L0P 1E0

1-888-476-6499

PASSENGER
Intercity and long distance rail passenger service is provided by VIA Rail Canada and AMTRAK.  The main passenger
rail station is Union Station, located in downtown Toronto, 18 km (11 miles) east of Mississauga.  Information on rates and
schedules can be obtained by calling:

VIA Rail
(416) 366-8411 (within the GTA)

or
1-800-361-1235 (outside the GTA)

www.viarail.ca

Commuter service is provided throughout the Greater Toronto Area on all rail lines by GO Transit, a service operated by
the Greater Toronto Service Board.
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WATER

PORT FACILITIES
Located on the north side of Lake Ontario, Mississauga has direct access to all lake ports as well as to the Atlantic Ocean
via the St. Lawrence Seaway.  Mississauga is between two of the largest ports on the Great Lakes:  the Port of Toronto
and the Port of Hamilton, both on Lake Ontario.

The navigation season on Lake Ontario is based on the opening and closing of the St. Lawrence Seaway and generally
runs from April 1 to mid-December.

PORT INFORMATION
TORONTO PORT PORT of HAMILTON

Location 18 km (11 miles) east of Mississauga 33 km (21 miles) west of Mississauga

Cargo Handled in 1999 2.0 Million Tonnes 11.5 Million Tonnes

Transportation rail; truck; container rail; truck

Warehousing Covered Space
320,000 sq. ft.
29,728 sq. m
Outdoor Space
50 acres

Covered Space
965,000 sq. ft.
89,648  sq. m

Lifting Capabilities Full Service Full Service

For further information, contact:

The Toronto Port Authority
60 Harbour St.

Toronto, ON  M5J 1B7
416-863-2000

Fax:416-863-0495
www.torontoport.com

The Hamilton Harbour Commissioners
605 James St. N.

Hamilton ON L8L 1K1
905-525-4330

Fax:905-528-6282
www.hamiltonport.ca
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TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

CUSTOMS CLEARANCE
Lester B. Pearson International Airport (LBPIA) in Mississauga is the customs port of entry for air freight shipments.  For
further information, contact:

Canada Customs & Revenue Agency
(905) 676-3626 

Similarly, Interport, a customs warehouse located on Dixie Rd. south of Highway 401, is Mississauga's custom clearance
office.  Rail shipments destined for Mississauga from outside the country are cleared at LBPIA. Ocean freight is cleared
at LBPIA, Port of Hamilton or Brampton, our neighbouring community to the north.  

CUSTOMS BROKERS & FREIGHT FORWARDERS
More than 250 companies listed in the Mississauga Business Directory are in the business of freight forwarding and
customs brokering.  Acting on behalf of their clients, the customs brokers will prepare the necessary import or export
documents they receive from the freight forwarder, correctly classify the goods and pay the duty, and forward the
shipments as directed.  Some of these freight forwarders will break down shipments and perform a distribution service.

When goods, arrive and are awaiting customs clearance, they will be placed in a sufferance warehouse until the importer
or customs broker claims them after the payment of duties, taxes and an airport handling fee.  The customs broker acting
on behalf of his client, can clear customs quickly, thus avoiding warehouse storage charges.

COURIER SERVICES
Mississauga has over 80 courier companies offering businesses service anywhere anytime.

PUBLIC TRANSIT

MISSISSAUGA TRANSIT
Mississauga Transit is the third largest transit system in Ontario.  It provides efficient public transit with a modern fleet of
regular and articulated buses. The  54 routes throughout the City connect with the Toronto Transit Commission (TTC),
Brampton Transit, Oakville Transit and all GO Transit stations.

The transit service is inexpensive, safe  and reliable.  Employees of many Mississauga industries rely on it to get to and
from their jobs.  Mississauga Transit operates regular as well as  express service from the Islington Subway to
Mississauga City Centre, Airport Corporate, Gateway and Meadowvale business districts. Transit service is provided to
newer areas when potential ridership reaches a sufficient level to make the service viable.  
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In addition to providing public transit, Mississauga Transit operates an affordable charter service specializing in short runs
within Mississauga and the GTA.  In 2000, Mississauga Transit added the Wonderland Express which serves Canada’s
Wonderland.  

For further information regarding the Mississauga Transit scheduling, contact:

(905) 615-4636
Fax: (905) 615-3218

www.mississaugatransit.com

CITY CENTRE SHUTTLE BUS
An innovative and unique transit service is currently operating in the City Centre area.  Through a joint venture between
the City of Mississauga and major owners and developers, a shuttle bus service is provided every 20 minutes, 8:00 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m. Monday to Friday and 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Saturdays through the City Centre area at no cost to
passengers.  Ridership is healthy, with the service  carrying an average of 12,500 passengers monthly.

GO TRANSIT
GO Transit operates three train lines and several GO Bus routes through Mississauga providing frequent service
throughout the day.

Rush-hour GO Train service runs between Milton and downtown Toronto, with stops in Mississauga in Meadowvale,
Streetsville, Erindale and Cooksville.  Another line runs between Georgetown and Toronto, with stops in Brampton and
Malton.  GO’s Lakeshore trains run daily between Burlington and Oshawa and extend to Hamilton at rush hour.  This line
provides all-day train service to the communities of Clarkson and Port Credit.

Outside rush hour, Union Station GO Buses take the place of GO Trains, serving the Mississauga train stations on the
Milton and Georgetown lines.  These buses provide early-morning, midday, late-evening, and weekend service.  GO
Buses also run between north Toronto and Oakville, serving Square One Shopping Centre and Erin Mills Town Centre,
and between north Toronto and Brampton, serving the airport area.  Square One is also a stop on GO’s Hwy. 407 bus
service to York University.  

For Mississauga businesses, GO Transit provides a convenient service for residents outside the city’s borders to
commute to jobs within Mississauga.  Mississauga residents also use GO Transit to travel to downtown Toronto.

For further information, contact:
GO Transit

(416) 869-3200
or 1-888-438-6646

Fax: (416) 869-3525
www.gotransit.com



March 2001TransportationPDF_wLTRHD.wpd    Page 8 of 8

TAXI / AIRPORT LIMOUSINE SERVICE
Eight taxi companies operate in Mississauga, offering both regular and wheelchair accessible taxis. 

Type of Vehicle City based Taxis Airport Taxis Airport Limos

Regular 372 152 230

Barrier free 12 - 6


